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COLUMBA MELODA, Tsch. 

Les ceufs trouTes a Tumbez au commencement de mars 1877 sont 
blancs, legerement jaunatres, a coque jaune en transparence. Di- 
mensions: 31-8x24, 32x23-8, 31*2x24, 33-8x23-5 mUIim. 


2. On Collections of Birds from Kina Balu IVTountain, in 
North-western Borneo. By R. Bowdler Sharpe, F.L.S., 
F.Z.S., Senior Assistant, Department of Zoology, 
British Museum. 

[Received February 14, 1879.] 

(Plate XXIII.) 

The great mountain of Kina Balu has always been a locality of 
interest to the student of Bornean ornithology ; but I am not aware 
that any notes on the natural history of this part of northern 
Borneo have ever been published. It gives me great pleasure, 
therefore, to give a list of the specimens obtained by Mr. Treacher’s 
collectors, and of a few others submitted to me by Mr. Burbidge 
and obtained during his recent expedition to this mountain. The 
latter gentleman is well known from his successful botanical re- 
searches on Kina Balu ; and I shall shortly lay before the Society 
an account of some of his ornithological discoveries in the Sooloo 
archipelago. 

The present collection, though small, is of some importance ; and 
the character of some of the birds seems to show that the moun- 
tains of Borneo, when thoroughly explored, will produce many 
species akin to those found in the mountains of Java, Sumatra, and 
even of the Himalayas. 

1. Butastur indicus. 

Butastur indicus (Gm.), Sharpe, Cat. B. i. p. 297. 

Poliornis indica (Gm.), Salvad. Ucc. Born. p. 9. 

A specimen in nearly full plumage, collected by Mr. Burbidge. 

2. Bubo orientalis. 

Bubo orientalis (Horsf.), Sharpe, Cat. B. ii. p. 39. 

B, sumatranus (Raffl.), Salvad. Ucc. Born. p. 19. 

A fine adult specimen in Mr. Treacher’s collection, agreeing with 
the diagnosis given by me {L c.), and measuring 13 inches in the 
wing. 

3. Megal^ma versicolor. 

MegaT(jema versicolor (Raffl.), Marsh. Mon. Capit. pi. 22. 

Chotorea versicolor^ Salvad. tom. cit. p. 33. 

Three adult specimens, obtained by Mr. Burbidge. 


246 


MR. R. B. SHARPE ON BIRDS FROM 


[Mar. 4, 


4. Rhopodytes erythrognathus. 

UJiopodytes erythrognathus (Ilartl.), Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1873, 
p. 604. 

liliampliococcyx erythrognathus (Hartl.), Salvad. tom. cit. p. 74. 

A specimen in Mr. Treacher’s collection, having the two centre 
tail-feathers rufous at their ends. 

5. PIalcyon chloris. 

Halcyon chloris (Bodd.), Sharpe, Monogr. Alced. pi. 87* 

Sauropatis cA/on*5(Bodd.), Salvad. tom. cit. p. 103. 

One specimen, sent by Mr. Treacher. 

6. Dendrociielidon longipennis. 

Dendrochelidon lo7igipennis (Rafin.), Salvad. torn. cit. p. 122. 

One specimen, collected by Mr. Burbidge. 

7* Corone tenuirostris. 

Corone tenuiroshns^ INIoore, Cat. B. Mus. E.I* Co. ii. p. 558* 

Corms tenuirostinSy Tvvcedd. Ibis, 1877, p* 320. 

One specimen in Mr. Treacher’s collection. 

The constant character of the long thin bill in specimens from 
N.W. Borneo impresses me with the idea that Lord Tweeddale is 
right in keeping C. tenuirostris distinct from C. with which 

I united it in my ^ Catalogue of Birds ’ (vol. iii. p. 43). 

8. Dicrtjrus annectens. 

Dicrurus anneciensy Hodgs.; Sharpe, Cat. B. iii. p. 231 ; id. Ibis, 
1878, p. 414. 

The first occurrence of this species in Borneo was recorded by me 
in my list of Governor Ussher’s Sarawak collection ; but it cannot 
be uncommon in North-western Borneo, to judge Irom numerous 
specimens which have been sent from Labuan and from the opposite 
coast by Governor Ussher and Mr. Treacher. Two specimens are 
contained in the collection made on Kina Balu by Mr. Burbidge. 

9. Chibia borneensis, sp. n. 

C. siinilis C. pcctorali ex insulis Sulaensibus, sedplumis lanceolatis 
colli lateralis inetallice chahjbeO'Vb'idibus nec purpurascentibus, 
et maculis juguhmbns et prcepeetoy'alibus valde minoribus et con- 
spicue ynetalUcis chahjbea-viridibus distinguenda. Long. tot. 10, 
culm. 1*3, alee 5*9, caudcc 4*5, tarsi 0*85. 

All adult and young bird in Mr. Treacher’s collection. 

This is an interesting addition to the avifauna of Borneo, * and 
seems to indicate an entirely new species. It bears considerable 
resemblance to G. bimaensis of Timor and Lombock, but differs in 
having the long silky plumes on each side of the lower back black 
instead of greyish white ; while the Timor bird has not, like C. borne- 
ensiSy any long hair-like plumes on the head. On the other hand 
the latter character allies it to G. peeto^udis of the Sula Islands ; but 
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it may be recognized on comparison by the much smaller and more 
metallic spots on the throat and fore neck, \vhich are steel-green, as 
also are the neck-hackles. In C. pectoralis the spangles are large, 
dull, and incline to purplish in tint. This species appears to me to 
be a thorough Chibicii and I do not at present see how naturalists 
can avoid recognizing the existence of Chibia in the Malay archi- 
])elago ; nor do I understand how the Indian and IMalayan species 
are to be separated, when such a perfect gradation is now oifered 
C. bornecnsis and C. j>ectoralis. Under these circumstances I 
believe that Salvadori’s genus Bicruropsis^ which I was lately in- 
clined to admit (Mittheil. k. zool- Mus. Dresd. hi. p. 3(i0), cannot 
be sustained ; and I therefore revert to my old opinion concerning 
these birds (Cat. B. hi. p. 234). I have given this species the 
name of borneensis to celebrate the addition of a Chibia to the 
avifauna of Borneo. Mr. Treacher has also procured a single spe- 
cimen of it on the Lawas river. 

The young bird from Kina Balu differs from the adult in being 
duller black, with fewer and less metallic chest-spots and hackles. 

10. Buchanga stigmatops, sp. n. 

B. similis B. leucophaeoe, sed macula lorali alba magna distin^ 
guenda. Long, tot. 10, cidm. 0*9, alee 5'3, enudee 5*1, tarsiQ'1 . 

The presence of white on the facial region of a species of grey 
Buchanga would seem to ally it at once to B. leucogenys. In the 
Bornean bird, however, of wdhch I have three specimens before me, 
the white is confined to a large loral spot in front of the eye, 
whereas in B. leucogenys the eyebrow and ear-coverts, as well as the 
feathers below the eye, are also white or whitish. The new species 
is also of the same dark grey as B. leucophcea {B* cineracea of iny 
Catalogue, iii. p. 2.50), and not of the light pearly grey which is 
another character of B. leucogenys. One specimen was contained 
in Mr. Burbidge’s collection, and two in Mr. Treacher’s. 

11. PeRICROCOTUS TGNEUS. 

Pericrocotus igneus^ Blyth ; Salvad. tom. cit. p. 144 ; Sharpe, Cat. 
B. iv. p. 78. 

An adult male, in Mr. Burbidge’s collection. 

12. Trachycomus ochrocephalus. 

Trachycomus ochrocephalus (Gm.), Salvad. tom. cit. p. 197. 

One specimen, in Mr. Burbidge’s collection. 

13. Rubiguia MONTIS, sp. n. 

R. similis R. flaviventri, sed multo minor et gulajlava nec nigra 
distinguenda. Long, iota 5*7^ cuhninis 0*5, Gf/rt?3*l, caudee 2*8, 
tarsi 0*7. 

General colour above olive-yellowish, the wing-coverts like the 
back ; quills and tail dull blackish brown, externally washed with 
olive-yellow like the back, the greater coverts also brown washed 
with olive-yellow; tail-feathers paler brown at the tip of the inner 
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web ; head crested, black, as also the sides of the face, ear-coverts, 
aud cheeks; entire under surface of body yellow, slightly more 
olive-green on the sides ; under wing-coverts yellow, the longer ones 
white washed with yellow ; quills sepia-brown below, white along 
the edge of the inner webs. 

This species is almost exactly the same as Uuhigula atricapilla of 
Ceylon, but has not the white tips to the tail-feathers, while its long 
crest distinguishes it from the Ceylonese species, which is not crested. 
In the form of the crest and in general appearance it is almost pre- 
cisely similar to R, Jlaviveniris of Pegu and Tenasserim, but is 
smaller and has the throat yellow like the rest of the under surface. 
The single specimen obtained was in Mr. Treacher’s collection. 

14. Criniger ruficrissus, sp. n. 

C. similis C. gntturali, sed supra ubique sordidioVy supracaudalibus 
caudaque satui'ate rufescenti-b runnels ; loris et regione oculari 
cum genis et regione par otica sordide cinei'eisy gula alba, corpore 
reliquo subius sordide olivascentey subcaudalibus casianeis. Long, 
tot. 8, culm. 0'85, alee 4*0, caudee 4*0, tarsi 0*7. 

This species is not very different from C. giitturalisy but differs in 
its much darker coloration, especially on its under surface, which 
is dull olivaceous, with a w^hite throat and chestnut-red under tail- 
coverts. There is an entire absence of the pale-browm colour of the 
breast washed with yellow, and of the light-yellow abdomen and 
pale fawn-coloured under tail-coverts. The crest is very long in 
C. riificrissiiSy aud extends nearly to the mantle. 

15. Ianthocincla treacheri, sp. n. (Plate XXIII.) 

I. similis I. initratse (S'. Mull.) ex Sumatra, sed genis y mento et 
regione parotica sicut caput castaneis facile distinguenda. Long, 
tota 10, culminis 0*85, alee 4*15, caudceA'by tarsi 1*5. 

Adult. General colour above dark ashy grey, with a very slight 
shade of ochraceous under certain lights ; the wing-coverts slightly 
more bluish grey than the back ; quills blackish, externally bluish 
grey, the primaries white along the basal part of the outer web, 
giving the wing a conspicuous w^bite outer aspect ; tail-feathers dark 
slaty grey, shading into blackish at the end of the feathers ; entire 
crown and nape, as w^ell as the sides of face, ear-coverts, and fore 
part of cheeks deep chestnut-red, the under cheek-feathers slightly 
tipped with ochraceous ; frontal plumes with lanceolate tips of light 
ashy grey or hoary whitish ; under surface of body dull ochraceous 
brown, with lighter shaft-lines of pale ochraceous, imparting a striped 
appearance to the throat and breast; the sides of the body more 
as% grey ; chin chestnut, like the sides of the face ; thighs dark 
grey, with a few chestnut feathers near the tarsal bend; under 
tail-coverts chestnut ; under wing-coverts ashy grey, slightly marked 
w'ith ochraceous ; quills sepia-brown below, paler along the edge of 
the inner web. 

Four specimens are sent by Mr. Treacher, all adult, and exactly 
similar iu plumage. On comparing them with Sumatran specimens 
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thaftheS LTT difference presents itself, which shows 

0 / ^ ^ Although similar 

i. imttata m its general coloration and white-edged quills it is 

ti,i' T\'‘^ ‘i>= ct; Id 

lore part of the cheeks are also chestnut. 

16. TurDUS FALLENS. ' 

lurdus pallens, Pall.; Salvad. tom. cit. p. 256. 

An adult specimen sent by R4r. Treacher. 

1 7. IMonticola solitaries. 

p.“l92.^'^ «o/iVaria (P. L. S. Miill.), Walden, Tr. Z. S. ix. 
A specimen sent by Mr. Treacher. 

This IS the second occurrence of the bird in Borneo the first 

Mr T Alfred Everett’s Biutulu colkction 

Mr. Treachers specimen is in full blue-and-red plumage S the' 
usual margins to the feathers found in the winter dre^sf 

3. Observations on the Characters of the Echinoidea. I. On 

the Species of the Genus Brissus, and on the allied forms 
Meoma and Metalia. By P. Jeffrey Bell, B.A. Mao-- 

dalen College, Oxford, Zoological Department, BritiSi 
Museum. 

[Eeceived February 18 , 1879 .] 

In an examination of the specimens of Echinoidea in the British 
Museum I have had as my chief aids the ‘ Catalogue of the rS 
Echinoidea in the Collection of the British Museum,’ part i. bv Dr 
(London 1855), and the ‘ Revision of the Ediini ’ of Prof 

U r 1 I 72 at the University Press, Cambridge, 

U. b., 18/ 2-/3. It has been a difficult matter at times to hoW a 
balance between systematists of such widely different principles 

Vefrdr'R three species of the genus obesus 

nni P ’ As the IMuseum collection does 

not contain any specimen of B. obesus, I shall confine what I have 

p 357P ^f“^"’;"hich are thus distinguished by Agassiz 

(p. ■55/).-- The only features by which I am able to separate the 

the carmatus and B. unicolor) are 

the proportions of the anterior and posterior pair of ambulacra "^and 

f'thf ■’tl" “ T « 

shorter than the « / posterior ambulacra are much 

on fK * ^ ® reentering angle in anterior part of fascicle 

ThL^lfirl^’^ "iterambulacra while there are two inil. carinatus.’> 
lliongh Dr. Gray distinguishes a larger number of species fiust 
the same, indeed as Agassiz and Desor}, he seems to have had a beUer 


